
SOCHUM



Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee

INDEX

INDEX 
 
Letter from the Presidents 
 
Introduction to SOCHUM  

Topic A: Migration Crises and the Relationship with
Policies border.  

Introduction  

Current Situation Approach  

Subtopic A: A deep dive into the Ukrainian refugee Crisis
and its implications  

Subtopic B: Are Middle East refugees being overlooked
due to systematic racism?   

QARMAs  

Questions  

Useful Links 

SOCHUM



Letter from the Presidents

Dear Delegates,
We are pleased to welcome you to the eleventh version of
SAMUN. Us, Isabella Salazar, and Sara Garcia will be
presidents of the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural
Committee (SOCHUM).

In SOCHUM we are in charge of focusing on the current
social and humanitarian affairs impacting the world. In
times like these, our committee is of vital importance. We
hope that you, as delegates, develop a great debate that
offers solutions to these issues and embody with dignity
each of your nations. We endorse you to read the guide we
prepared for the committee and endure thorough
research on your delegation's position and the topic to be
discussed.

We invite you to join and enjoy the great experience
SAMUN IX is!
If there is any question do not hesitate to contact us.

samun.sochum@cbsm.edu.co

Isabella Salazar and Sara García

SOCHUM Presidents



Topic A: Migration Crises and the Relationship with Policies border.

Key Concepts

Migration: the permanent change of residence by an individual or group; it
excludes such movements as nomadism, migrant labor, commuting, and
tourism, all of which are transitory in nature.

Immigration: Process through which individuals become permanent
residents or citizens of another country. 

Refugee: People who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and
have crossed an international border to find safety in another country. 

IOM: The International Organization for Migration is a United Nations
agency that provides services and advice concerning migration to
governments and migrants, including internally displaced persons,
refugees, and migrant workers.

Deportation: Expulsion by executive agency of an alien whose presence in a
country is deemed unlawful or detrimental.

Human Rights: Moral principles or norms for certain standards of human
behavior and are regularly protected in municipal and international law.

Forced Population Displacement: Involuntary or coerced movement of a
person or people away from their home or home region. 

Migration Flow: Number of migrants entering or leaving a given country
during a given period of time, usually one calendar year. 

UNHCR: The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is a UN
agency mandated to aid and protect refugees, forcibly displaced
communities, and stateless people, and to assist in their voluntary
repatriation, local integration or resettlement to a third country



Introduction

Refugees fleeing Ukraine (since 24 February 2022). (2022, April 3).
[Illustration]. 

Ukraine Refugee Situation UNHCR.
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine



     The world is enduring a migration Crisis; Ukraine, Venezuela,
and the Middle East. The escalation of conflict in Ukraine has
caused civilian casualties and destruction of civilian
infrastructure, forcing people to flee their homes seeking safety,
protection and assistance. In the first five weeks, more than four
million refugees from Ukraine crossed borders into neighboring
countries, and many more have been forced to move inside the
country. They are in need of protection and support. In light of
the emergency and the scale of humanitarian needs of refugees
from Ukraine, it is imperative for nations to have open arms;
however, for this transition to happen some policies have to
change.

Current Situation Approach 

 In order to keep the committee focused, we need to state the
approach and the situation. Amongst the crisis, SOCHUM shall
keep the humanitarian aspect as a priority. Refugees are
humans, and the term comes with all the sociocultural baggage.
As of today the treatment refugees are receiving in the borders
should be filled with warmth; since, these people are living their
homes during uncertainty and disaster.

Keeping in mind that the committee cannot change internal
economic policies or resolve the political discrepancies causing
the different crises; we shall restrain ourselves to the
modifications to be made amongst policies that impact directly
onto refugees.



Subtopic A: A deep dive into the Ukrainian refugee Crisis and its
implications

More than half of the Ukrainian refugees have gone to Poland.
The rest have traveled to Hungary, Moldova, Slovakia, Romania,
Russia and other European countries. The refugees are traveling
by train, car and even by foot, walking many miles and waiting in
long lines at the borders. They are carrying whatever they can fit
in their suitcases and have time to pack as they need to leave
quickly. 

Such a massive movement of people, unseen in Europe since
World War II, could pose a humanitarian catastrophe and impact
European politics as much as or more than the migration crisis of
2015. It is not a stretch to envision rural towns and cities in
western Ukraine and Poland suddenly needing to cope with
hundreds of thousands or more people, with attendant health,
food, housing, education, security, and other immediate needs.

The 2015 migrant crisis had significant effects on European
politics and illustrated potential political risks. Far-right parties
in Germany, Austria, France, and elsewhere blossomed. Polls
showed that immigration was the single most important issue for
"Leave" voters in the UK's 2016 Brexit referendum, with dramatic
refugee flows evident in Europe as a particularly hot issue. While
Ukrainian migrants may be viewed by new host communities as
more culturally similar than those from other regions of the
world, such large new waves of people could pose special
challenges at a time of COVID-related economic uncertainty.



In the event of much larger movements of Ukrainians this year,
the political impacts could be similar and bolster right-wing and
nationalist movements. Since Russian critiques of Ukraine's
NATO aspirations may be the casus belli, any backlash to the
refugees in communities experiencing migrant flows could
further divide NATO members 

With the Ukrainian government requiring men ages 18-60 to stay
and support the war effort, it is largely women and children, as
well as elderly men, who are currently crossing into the EU. The
rapid escalation of conflict meant they needed to leave quickly
and had little time to prepare before making their way to the
border. It is not only Ukrainian citizens who have had to flee:
Students, workers, and refugees from other countries have also
been uprooted by the immediate outbreak of conflict. Not all non-
Ukrainians will be covered by the Temporary Protection
Directive, and for those who are not, Member States will need to
determine if they will be able to stay.

Regardless of mitigation steps, millions of Ukrainians would
likely be a permanent presence in their new host countries. A
recent RAND study found that the vast majority of refugees do
not return home. We found that 10 years after a conflict's end, less
than a third of refugees return. This has contributed to some 82
million forcibly displaced people globally, both refugees and
those internally displaced, a number that has doubled in the past
decade.



Subtopic B: Are Middle East refugees being overlooked due to
systematic racism?

As of 2021, 6.7 million Syrians had taken asylum in Lebanon,
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, and Turkey, predominantly (which is
currently the largest host community for refugees). There are no
official camps in Lebanon, therefore the country's 1 million
Syrians are spread over 2,000 towns, frequently in overcrowded
temporary shelters. 





The European Union stated four days after Russia started its offensive,
that at least 400,000 refugees had reached the union through Ukraine,
which shares land borders with four EU countries. Watching European
nations open their arms to hundreds of thousands of Ukrainians in less
than a week of the invasion, comparisons ought to be made. 

"We are wondering, why were Ukrainians welcome in all countries while
we, Syrian refugees, are still in tents and remain under the snow, facing
death, and no one is looking to us?" A Syrian father of three told Reuters
in a refugee center where 25 families are sheltered on the edge of the
Mediterranean city of Sidon. 

Pictures of refugees traveling for days in inclement weather or dying in
risky sea journeys as they attempted to enter Europe's border came to
mind. 

Millions more Ukrainian refugees are predicted, and the EU is planning
steps to provide temporary residency cards along with access to jobs and
social aid - a rapid opening of its borders that contrasts with its response
to crises in Syria and elsewhere. 

"We have here not the refugee wave which we are accustomed to and we
do not know what to do with - people with an unclear past," Bulgaria's
Prime Minister Kiril Petkov said, describing Ukrainians as intelligent,
educated and highly qualified. 

"These are Europeans whose airport has been just bombed, who are under
fire," he said. Bulgaria has said it will help everyone coming from Ukraine,
where there are about 250,000 ethnic Bulgarians. 

Last year, 3,800 Syrians requested refugee or humanitarian status in
Bulgaria, and less than 50% of them were accepted. According to Syrians,
the majority of refugees simply travel across Bulgaria on their way to
wealthier EU countries.



Poland's administration, which faced worldwide
condemnation last year for rebuffing a tide of refugees passing
through Belarus, primarily from the Middle East and Africa,
has embraced individuals escaping from the Ukraine crisis. 

The entrance of refugees from adjacent Ukraine has generated
an outburst of solidarity and offerings of transportation, short-
term housing, clothing, and food in Hungary; which
constructed a wall across its southern border to avoid a
repetition of the 2015 surge of people from the Middle East and
Asia. Hungary's Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto defended the
different approaches. "I must reject drawing comparisons
between those fleeing war and those trying to get into the
country illegally," he told a United Nations meeting in Geneva. 

And when systematic racism splashes the media, it is
inevitable for the middle east refugee crisis to be overlooked.



Ties like those have led some Western journalists to suggest that
the humanitarian disaster in Ukraine is different to crises in
Syria, Iraq or Afghanistan, because Europeans could relate more
closely to the victims. 

For instance, a television reporter on U.S. network CBS
described Kyiv as a "relatively civilized, relatively European"
city, in contrast to other war zones. Others said Ukraine was
different because those fleeing were middle class or watched
Netflix. 

If nations decide to help Ukraine in its time of need because they
look like “them”, dress like “them” or pray like “them” or even
keep their aid exclusively for them and restraining others of
getting it; they are not doing it for the right reasons, but
abandoning civilization and getting carried away by the racial
and cultural segregation that created wars in the first place.



QARMAs

¿What international policies can be implemented
to ensure the well-being of all refugees?
¿Is there discrimination taken into place, when it
comes to accepting refugees?
¿What is the state of refugee camps?
¿After trespassing borders, what are the refugees’
limitations?



Useful Links

https://www.reuters.com/world/arab-refugees-see-double-
standards-europes-embrace-ukrainians-2022-03-02/ 

https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/03/1114282 

https://www.hrw.org/legacy/campaigns/race/refugeepresskit.html 

https://cafod.org.uk/News/International-news/Refugee-crisis-Q-A 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/mar/02/civilised
-european-look-like-us-racist-coverage-ukraine 

https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html 

https://www.concernusa.org/story/largest-refugee-
crises/#:~:text=If%20that%20comes%20to%20pass,and%20surpass%
2030%20million%20people. 

https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/38075/syria-three-children-
die-due-to-freezing-cold-at-displacement-camp 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/ukraine


